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Embryoin the Womb, C.1510, By Leonardo Da Vinci
The embryo in the womb is a sketch drawn by Leonardo da Vinci. The sketch is a depiction of the precision and imagination of a researcher as well as the talent of an artist. The drawings of these embryological studies were done between the years 1510-1512 and were sketched with black and red chalk with some pen and liquid ink wash on paper. These innovative illustrations of the fetus show his advanced knowledge of human growth and reveal his role in the frontline of embryology in the course of Rebirth. This drawing shows Leonardo’s accurate knowledge of the umbilical cord as having vessels. Further sketches of the umbilical vessels show his certainty that menstrual blood fed the fetus through the umbilical cord (Garrard, 2019). The drawing showed the umbilical cord linking to the liver and his sketches of hepatic veins illustrate the passing of blood to the heart. In his sketches, the feet of the fetus are crossed and the right leg is depicted blocking the urinary passage. Leonardo’s approaches of correctly depicting human structure through drawings and carefully mapping out features of the body are considered to have been the basis of modern structural illustration. His approach of categorizing, measuring, and repeating his tests was an exclusively radical method to his logical methods. What began as work to capture the human structures more accurately in artwork finally turned into a task of precisely demonstrating for the first time the human fetus inside the womb. Leonardo revised a few contradictions of the time through his explanations, while leaving more to be learned, and his comprehensive drawings reflect extraordinary curiosity in portraying embryological structure.
Much of Leonardo’s drawings were got from several dissections that the artist claimed to have performed. The subjects during this time were normally executed criminals, or people who had died with no-one to claim their bodies for burial. Prenatal crime and seclusion theorized many years ago happens when a pregnant woman indulges herself in criminal activities, for instance, use of drugs like cocaine, and thereby exposing her unborn child to the drug. Early researches reported that women who did these activities would be severely emotionally, mentally and physically disabled. Fears were widespread that a generation such babies exposed to these challenges while still in the womb were going to put severe strain on the society and social services as they grew up. I believe that this painting was meant for pregnant women to warn them on the dangers of such behaviors while pregnant, as it would eventually lead to the death of their unborn children. This, of course, constitutes to murder, which the society is always against. The social message in this drawing is that life is precious, and it begins after conception (Séailles, 2014). Therefore, pregnant mothers should stay away from unethical behaviors which would, otherwise, lead to their death and termination of life for the fetus. The artist wanted the audience of his work to feel about the precious nature of life, considering how the fetus are shown as being protected inside the womb. This drawing is remarkable and it has been successful in campaigning for anti-abortion laws and stressing on the need for every person, especially pregnant women to strive to preserve their health as the fetus in their wombs depend on them to eat and develop before birth takes place. 
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